74                        A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

people to double their afflictions, increase their la-
bours, and force them to make brick without straw.

Well, Moses and Aaron come again with the same
message, and it had the same event, they are bantered
and ridiculed: as if the king had called to them
thus; Well, you are come again, and you say God
has sent you ; pray has he furnished you with any
better testimony than you had before; have you any
other miracle to show ?

The sacred ambassadors gravely tell him they had,
and if he would still refuse to grant their demands,
he should see it; nay, they tell him beforehand
what it should be, namely, that they would turn the
waters of Nile, the great river of their country, into
blood.

Pharaoh, as may be supposed, not believing they
could do it, treats them still in the same manner,
and refuses still to receive them as messengers from
God; upon which, Moses calls to Aaron, and bids
him stretch out his rod and smite the waters of the
river, and they were immediately turned into blood,
and all the waters, ponds, and pools besides; for
Egypt is full of pits and ponds, wherein they preserve
the water of Nile after the annual inundation.

The king, frighted at this sudden change of the
water, is a little calmer than he was before; but con-
sidering the matter, he calls his magicians to see if
they could not do this also, as well as Moses; when
they came, they did the same, by which still the
blinded mind of the prince continued obstinate.

I might run through the rest of the miracles
wrought there, and show you how the magicians
brought frogs, but could not bring lice ; but this is
not to the case; the story is known.

Only one thing I must note for your direction in
the reading this part of the story, viz., that the ma-
gicians could bring plagues, at least some of them,
as well as Moses and Aaron; but the magicians